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MAPLETON CHURCH OF CHRIST 
( Disciples ) 

KINGSM U 

L. B. NETHERCOTT 
Pastor 

ONTARIO 

t 

1850 1967 

• 

KENNETH McNEIL 
Chairman of Board 

It is a good thing to git;e thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto 
thy name, 0 most High: PS 192: l . 



2:00P.M. 

• 

MR. A. V. COULTER, Presiding 

ORGAN PRELUDE Mrs. V. Brown 

DOXOLOGY 

INVOCATION PRAYER Rev. B. Woodruff 

SPECIAL MUSIC The Choir 

SCRIPTURE Mr. Carleton Wells 

PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. Wm. Bilson 

COMMUNUION HYMN Stanzas 1 and 2 - 532 

COMMUN:ON MEDITATION Rev. R. G. Dakin 

PRAYER FOR BREAD Mr. A. V. Coulter 

PRAYER FOR CUP Mr. Douglas Legg 

COMMUNION HYMN Stanzas 3 and 4 - 532 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and OFFERING 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

SERMON 

HYMN 

BENEDICTION 

GREETINGS 

The Choir 

Rev. l. B. Nethercott 

144 

Rev. K. S. Wills, Mr. C. R. Wright, Rev. Don Foley, 
Mr. James E. Stephens, Rev. Stan Staunton. 
Greetings have been received by letter from: 
0 . W. McCully, Wm. Wells, F. James, H. Franks. 

In 1850 a small band of faithful men and women, under the leadership 
of evangelists, first held their meetings during the summer months in the 
form of camp meetings in the forest, and at irregular intervals during the 
winter months in the homes. 

A young man, Edmund Shepherd, from the Church of the Disciples of 
Christ in Nottingham, England, ca·me to Canada in 1843 and in 1849 taught 
school at Mapleton. He also preached and directed his efforts toward the 
foundation of a church. 

In an early record book we read: 

"The congregation of South Dorchester, under the auspices of a pro­
viding and indulgent God, first met at the home of Brother Shepherd on the 
Lord's Day, January 6, 1850. Here the candlestick was set up. May it never 
be removed until the world and all earthly churches shall be no more. Amen." 

The church was finished and dedicated by Elder Dugald Sinclair. It 
served 22 years, when in 1872 an octagon shaped white brick church re­
placed it. The present red brick building was erected in 1903. 

We are grateful for the spiritual vigor of the early pioneers who deter­
mined that the families of this community would meet together in a suitable 
place of worship. It is fitting that we remember these dedicated souls for 
many of our present members are direct descendants. The work has bene­
fited much, however, from the contribution of those who came later, or who 
lived in the community for shorter periods of time. It is because of all of 
these that the candle is still burning brightly in this place, as Brother 
Shepherd willed that it would one hundred and seventeen years ago. 

t 



..Jl1.inisters servinff ..Jl1.ap /e t on 1850 - 1967 

E. Shepherd Thomas Bradt 
E. R. Black H. K. Franks 
N . H. Stephens J. D. Stephens 
R. W. Ballah A. Butler 
W. G. Charlton Carlton Wells 
W. N. Arnold F. R. James 
J . I. Wheeler William Fermer 
D. McColl S. Stainton 
S. Walton Fay William Bilson 
S. R. Aldrich D. L. Foley 
D. T. Stanley l. B. Nethercott 

O{{;cers 1967 

Honorary Eiders - Lorne McNeil, Herb Brown, Herb Thomson. 

Elders - Archie Coulter, Douglas Legg. 

Deacons - Ken McNeil, Hugh McNeil, David Stover, Bruce Roher, John 
Thomron, Jim Thomson, John Brown. 

Deaconesses - Mesdames Herb Brown, Fred Brown, Claude Hoover, 
C. Wodham, Stanley Stover, John Thomson, Walter Moore. 

Secretary- Mrs. Ra lph Stover. 

Assistant- Mrs. Harvey Smith. 

Treasurer - Douglas legg. 

Assistant- Mrs. Ralph Stover. 

Trust Fund- John Thomson. 

Trustees - lorne McNeil, Archie Coulter, Douglas Legg, John Thomson, 
Ralph Stover, Reymond light. 

Organist- Mrs. Fred Brown. 

Assistants - Mary Jane McNeil and Mrs. Herb Thomson. 

Communion - Mrs. David Stover. 

Deacon:s Helpers - Ronald McNeil, Donald McNeil, Carl Stover, Harvey 
Stover, Raymond Light, Howard Stover, 
John Haigenbos. 



Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Brown 
Mark 50th Anniversary 

~I ll .• -\ND MRS. H ERBDT BROWN 

Kl!\GSMILL IT. - J. Al lmrr 
Bureau) - A well known King~­
mllt eouple. Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Brown. on Tuesday relebrated 
their 50th wedding anniv('rsary tn 
the same room in which they \H•re 
married on June 3, 1908. 

ThE' happy rouple, mE'mbers of 
Pioneer Yannouth and KJngsmiU 
families. received a largp number 
of friend!! and relatives who called 
throughout the day to extend «'on- · 
Jilratu latlons and bE'lll wishes. ThP 
open house was held In the form-" 
l'r homE' of the bride, now ;,c­
cupled by a son, Lewis, and Ml"l. 
Brown and their three children 
Dnid. John ::~nd Ro~alie ' 

The couple were marrit'd bv 

I the late Prof. T. L. Fowlf'r. a~ 
uncle of the bride and a minister 
of the Chureh of ChdstiDl<~ciples•. 
The bride's brother. the Jatc 
Archie Thomson. was best man at 
the weddin~t and Y.is~ Zf'bna 
Brown. of Wlnniper. a coulln o f 
the IO"OOm, "as maid-of-honor. 

The bridesmaid \\as the l~e 
Mr~. nuocan McKillop. fotJterlr 
Mill.~ Eva Coulter. o( g,. Thomas, 
a ~i~tcr of Archie \'. Coulter. 
Flower lirl waJ Mt~ Ruth Ctydo~ 

l ton. a teacher on &he !<tafC of the-
1 McGr:uor Public Shoo! in A •Jmer. 

Followinl the maWTaRe t'ere­
mony. the couple honeymoonelt 
in Detroit and Cleveland, t rav­
elltnr to St. Thomas by horse and 
bulgy to board the train. 

Mr. Bro\\ n is a 110n nf the l11te 
"!\tr. and Mrs. Lorenzo M. Brown. 
a pioneer South Dorehe11ter fam­
Ily. and was born In Kingsmlll. 
'Mrs. Brown was the former ~a­
hel Tnom~on. rlauahter nf the late 

:\1r. and Mt!i. John 0. Thomaon, 
~orth Yarmouth pioneers. 

Mr. BrO\\ n ha!l farmed all of his 
life in the Kin2smill district 
Both Mr. 11nrl !\Irs Brown bave 
been very aC'ttve 10 the work of I be 
Churrh o{ Christ 'DisclpleaJ in 
~lapleton. Roth take a keen in­
terest in community a!Cairs. 

M t·. and \Irs. BrO\\ n ha,·e two 
~on5, Lewis and Georg!', both of 
Kingsmill. A third son. J ohn, 
died 1n 1941. There are three 
granrlchildrt>n. 

The couple receiVed many mes­
ltllge!l of <·ongratulatiou. among 
them messages from James A. Mc­
Bain. .M. P. for Ell(ln, and Ron 
K. McNeil, Elgin M. P. P. 



( 46) 

MeNei Family Members Come From Overseas 
o Make First Com lete Reunion in 36 Y rs 
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The Mo. Neil Family (Continued) 

Six brotl:tera and one aiater of a well kno¥ Elgin County 
family • who hne not been together for 36 yeara, were reunited 
on Tueaday at the home of Mr.and llra • .Arch ie Coulter in North 
Yarm:>uth. 

The aeven, children of the late ur.and ~a.F&ter ~.Neil of 
Conoealion 12, South Doroheat er, found much to reoall and talk 
about, aa they bridged the long apan of time aince they laat 
met together • 

The fami}¥, eldeat firat, 1ncludea I.Drne,well ~n farmer 
of the Spri.ngtiel.cl area,Hagh, alao a fartl8r of lqoM, lira A.V. 
(Mary)Ooulter,N.Yal'DOuth, Kenneth of Cali1 0olumbia, Sd!Derica, 
where he 1a with the Ullion Carbide and Carboh eo. of New York, 
.Archir of Fort Erie,a New York Central engineer, Alax,a Copper 
U1ne Manager of Kalaluahi, Northern Rbodeaia and Gordon,atation­
engineer at the Timkina Roller .Bearinga Co. of st.Thomaa. 

Alex haa been vacationing i n Canada aince June and in order 
to make the r eunion complete,Kenoeth t ook advantage of a buaineaa 
trip to New Yort to travel to St.Thomal to meet the brother,whom 
he haa not aeen for 22 yeara.&enneth ia aobeduled to atart h ia 
ret urn Journey to S • .America tod~¥ and Alex begina hia aea Toyage 
to Afrioa on SUDd~. 

The family grew up together on t he farm where ID~ carrin 
on the operation of 225 acre1 and in their younger daya, all 
atteDded t he Iqona Pllblio Sohool, Springfield Continuation School 
and Aylmer High School.lmry Coulter beoamt a teacher and taught 
at Springfield until her marriage • .Alex and Kenneth are graduatea 
of Queen • a Univerai ty. The four remaining brothera made careen 
for them~e lvea mre locally. 

Lome and Hugh are farmera. Archie hal been with the N .Y .Central 
for 32 year1. 

A viait to the houae where they were born and grew up waa the 
highlight of the reunion.The houae ia now the hom of the fourth 
generation of MC.Neill 

Talk of old tima1, of oonditiona 1n t heir varioua aphere1 1 

of plana for the fUture and f o r themaelvea hal been the order, 
during the four de¥1 reunion.Man_v o ld friend.a aDd aoquaintanoea 
have called to 1ee the brothera from afar and to wiah them luck 
and a aafe Journey 11 t hey re tum. 



-

l 

( 

( 48) 

J 1940 picture of the first grain combine 
i n the coomunity . on the right is Cl ar e 
Appl eford, owner and operator of the cachine . 
Uith him, is his father , James Appleford and 
h i s young son,James . 

CeDtuJ7 :ran. 1n \he llapleten area-

liiP JIMre Pioneer - J8JD8a B>ore ) 
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'Come On' Plea 
Of Brother, 5 

By PAUL :o;ALLAW.\1' 

Free Preu SL Thomu Bureau 

NEW SARUM, May 15}ffApparently too fear­
stricken to obey the "come on" pleaa- of her five­
year-old brother Michael, three-year-old Peggy 
Garton, of RR 8, St. Thomas, perished in flames 
which late this afternoon levelled the bam in which 
the children had been playing. Three other buildings 
also burned. 

Rfteue Bid t~uwe 

The clrl's uncle, Earl, · 
alerted by the scrt'ams of the 
boy u be fled from the build· 

acene. 
!'.qulpmeal ~ ... 

The ftre aleo d~ a 
combine, tractor, bailer, ltvel7 
rig, hammer milL mower, cut­
tine box and c:ouiduable otheR 
farm equipment. 

PenTa pandpareut., Jilr. IIDd 
Mn. Clarence Garton, wbo own 
the farm, alao were abient whea 
the blaze broke out and retumed 
shortly after to leam of tbe 
tragedy. 

Tracton, pitchforks, and bare­
were uaed to clear 

aean:h for the girL 
of can ~ the road• 

u apectaton flocked t. 
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Oemellu Van Bteatel aDd llia t.U.q OlD here tna S.llaDd. 
~llowi.Dc tlle War 8Dd ~· aoqu1recl faa aftel" fua 1n ~ 
... leM!l aDd Klapmlll areaa.flleft ere alx grea •• aDd \M.J 
wl"k Mptlle ~eua]¥. 

£11••'"'• eue et the MU wu eperatlnc • oem piokel"• ill 
•Y•Uu- 19&& en llla fatller' a tum ••t ef Xi.Dpa111 en U.. 8~ 
ouoeaa1en et llalah1de when he p~ uecht 1n ta. elnater ad. 
MlDg aleDe 1n the field na killed. 
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MAR • 60 

The Kai th Danbrook l'amlly • oboeen 
a a Elgin Coun'~ •a Parm P•il¥ ot 
the mnth. !heyappeared •• auoh. on 
O.P.P.L- ~ .V .Co-Op Show on March 
31a,,1959 ••• sue•'• of Bo~ Jewell. 
Sharon, on t~ l'lgh~na Elgin Count~ •• 
1959 Deb7 Pl"1noeaa, on the lett 1a 
Oaro}¥n.She abowet the champion 4-11 
calf •' Elgin Count~ .&ohievemen' De,r • 
She waa al80 obaapion abo---D. 
the othen - Brellda. VX"anlt and Tom 
are al80 keen)¥ intereated 1D help1Dg 
to tit and abo1r the he ri.. 

1959 

The ielmnt 4 H 
Dai!f Club Float at 
!959 BeliiDnt Fa4r.on 
the right ia Boy Me. 
Gregor1wbo haa bean 
the Leader ot the Club 
tor 25 yean. 
~t the back. ia 
Sharon Danbrook, Dei ry 
Qgeen ot the Pair 
alld alao na earlier 
named Daley Pl"inoeae 
ot Elgin County. 
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Grace Free 

This picture was ta~en by the pool at the Castle Harbor Hotel in 
Bermuda .~hese five smi l ing ~~ers of the ~t .~homas Journal subscript­
ion contest are enjoying a weeks holiday in tropical BerllD.lda. 

They had earned t his pr ivelege from their efforts in gathering 
subscri t ions for t he Times Journal. This is the second win, Grace has 
enjoyed . Last year they were intertained in Florida . 

~iss ~rtle Charlton, a daughter of the late John Charlton and 
Cathriue(Brown) Charlton , died at t he ~e of 77 i u ~y , 1966 . 
The Charlton homew:i' a o ile east of ;.:apleton. ~rtle was a graduate of 
Al ma Col l ege , St . Thoi:lSs . She received her A .T .c .~. froo theToronto 
Conservatory of ... !Uaic and taught music i n Durham, ontario , \"there she has 
res ided for 30 years . 

Carlton \7ells of t he Church of Christ Disc iples conducted the gr aves ide 
service and the burial was made at the necropolis Cemetery here. 
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Early ~elepbone Companiea That Served 

The Kingsmill - Mapleton - Crossley Hunter Communities . 

There were two of these companies which began operating early in the 
century in a very crude wrq, They were oo operative ventures, financed, 
built and mainliined by the few people who were served by them.Everyone 
owaed hia own telephone. The linea were fastened to treea or fence posta 
wherever convenient. 

~he history of the Belmont Telephone Cooperative Association dates back 
to ~ 1905 when 68 persona bought shares at $ 10 . 00. With a quarterly fee 
of i 4 . 00 . Mr . A .w .Venning wsa the first Secretary Treaaurer until 1931 when 
the post was taken over by his daughter Mrs. E.E .George who held the office 
until the compa.ey sold to the Bell Telephone Compa~ in June 1962 • 

..:.Ir. Venuing•s sole equipment sa he travelled by horse and buggy along 
the linea was a hanmer and aarew driver. The service given by the operators 
was very personal. Someone wished to call a ~s. Luton. The operator, glanc­
ing out of the window, saw Mrs . Lllto~ dog sitting outside the Ibat Office 
and advised them to a.!l later, that Mrs. Luton was in the Foat Office right 

then. 

In 1939 under F.J.Yorke •a management, a cable was installed in the village 
which was later expended outside the village. 

The managers who served the Compaey include Dr. A . J . il.1eldrum,H.J .Barona, 
Joh.Jl Dawes,F .J. 
Yorke ,Harold Farqu­
har, alld. w. silverthorn, 

Early Directors include 
John Brodie,William 
Campbell,Johll FerguaOll, 
J .S.Couains ,Skene 
Smith , J.A .Mbore, F .R. 
Taylor, W . A .Dumaw, 
G.E.Faulds , J .C. JeDkina , 
George Wilcox,Bobinson 
Thompson, R.R.mo Gregor, 
Clair Carrothers, and 
Harold Jenkilla. 

Auditora were : George 
lhodiw, Andrew ~dda, 
R.MoGregor,Bruce Haw­
ley, and W.C.Barona. 

Operators were : -
~ie Watcher,Edit h 
Forayth, urs . Li lliall 
MCTaviah,Sarah U.Callum 
:.tlriel, Verna and Albert a 

Final iiembera of the Telepholle .Board whell it 
sold to The Bell Te lephone co. for $Ioo.ooo.oo. 
F.R.Taylor,ura. E.E. George ,Harold Jenkina, 
(Staading)Bobinao• Thompaon, Cl air Carrothers, 

Boy :Ltl . Gregor. 
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l'loto, Beatrice Hark:D.eas and Kay Baro:aa . 

S i.uelit came under the management of the Sell Comp&Jl¥ • the 
Operaiora have been - lAra. Glaeya A.nd.eraon9 Mra. Clara \leldhen, 
iotra. Shirley Silverthone, lira. Elmla LaDgtord, lira . Evelya Shain 
and J.Sra. Constance Legg. 

The re,aon tor selling out to the .Bell ~elephone Compaey waa 
because of the encroaching dial ayatema in surrounding areaa, a 
ayatem too ooatly for a amall organization to finance . 

4t the time of the Sale, there were 545 aubacribera • 

••••••••••••• • ••••••• 

~ther little early telephone ayatem9 whoae chief inatigatora 
were Dr. Auguatine, a Veterinarian in ~lmer. W :e.Barou9 a geaersl 
Store Keeper in I..apleton, L. lt.Bro'Wll and J.C .Dance, both farmera 
living between theae two pointa . 

Thia little line ran between Baroua store and Dr. Augus tine •a 
office . It was a great movelty. At firat, everyone who could apare 
the Ume ,. ran to liatea in9 whenever the telephone rug and would evea 
J oia illto the coneraation if it waa a matter ot running to a neigh.. 
with a meaa~ or for help. 

Thia line alao operated on the ~atem of everyone owning hia owa 
tele phone, helping to hiild and maintain the line.yhioh waa atru»g 
o:a treea and fence poata wherever possible . 

After a violent atorm9 particularly ice , if the line went dead 9 

it waa ~body'a buaineaa to go over the linea nearest to b4m, pull 
broken limba ott the wire or aplice the wire if it waa broken. 

~here waa juat one aingle wire. !Che return circuit waa by the groUDd. 
In a dry apell 9 it the telephone didnt woi"k well, people would pour 

·water around their ground rod. another 'do it yourael1' ' trick. 

There finally were 44 telepbo:aea on thia one liae. There waa no 
Central, no Operators to put through calla. Each telephone holder had 
a code ring and everyone rang for himself . 

Thia little line waa taken over by the South ~lahide ~elephone 
CompaJI¥ in 1914. The Bell Telephone Comp~ have made repeated offera 
to buy 1 t but 1 t at ill o peratea a a ~he South ..;&lahide lelephone Compu.y • 
wit~ead oftioea in Aylmer. 
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